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Marc Bove  Most of my childhood was spent in Austin, having attended Gullett Elementary School, Murchison Junior High School, McCallum and Anderson High Schools. My education includes a Bachelor of Science degree in Psychology from Texas Christian University and a Master of Architecture degree from The University of Texas at Austin. I am a registered architect and president of a successful, award-winning architecture and interior design firm here in Austin. My wife, Kimberly, and I have been married since 1984. For the past 8 years Kimberly has taught kindergarten at Trinity Episcopal School (she is the former director of admissions) where Briley is in 8th grade. At St. David’s I regularly attend Adult Formation and Lectionary classes and the Men’s Group. I have been involved in the Property Committee, Design Committee, Usher Team 6 and Foyers Group. My family and I have committed ourselves to a continuous pursuit of greater understanding of our relationship with God, and we have made a personal commitment of ourselves to the St. David’s community. I have been a manager – of projects or people – for most of my adult life. We each bring to it what we can. I do not feel that I am more or less capable of anyone else at St. David’s, but I am willing to use any gifts that God has given me for the greater good of our parish, for the good works that we sponsor, and for the people with whom my family and I choose to worship. 
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Ellen Jockusch  I first came to St. David’s as a “lurker” in January of 2008. I had heard about the Journey Groups and was very happy to learn that I could participate in one, even though I was not (yet) a member of the parish. This Journey Group, along with the beauty and power of worship at St. David’s, is what drew me to transfer my membership in August of 2008. I have participated in numerous Journey Groups since that first one, and I am currently a member of a Compass Group. Last spring I completed a three-year term on the Grants Committee for Community Outreach (GCCO), and I am currently in my third year as a member of the Stewardship Committee. I have pledged my entire adult life, and gradually have worked my way to tithing. Making a financial commitment to the church is a faith act that shapes me as a follower of Jesus, just as powerfully as do prayer and worship. I believe this very strongly. I am a graduate of St. Stephen’s Episcopal School, Stanford University (BA), and UT (MA in English). I have worked in educational settings throughout my career. Currently, I am Head of School at St. James Episcopal School, which serves the economically and culturally diverse community of East Austin. In this role, I am responsible for the budget and overall operation. I work closely with the Board of Trustees to raise funds ($320K this year) to help fund the school’s operation and scholarship program. Prior to St. James, I was employed for 20 years at UT and, more recently, I was director of three graduate programs for part-time students at Seminary of the Southwest. I was baptized and confirmed at St. Mark’s in San Antonio, and I reaffirmed my baptismal vows at St. David’s two years ago. I love the Episcopal Church, and I love St. David’s.  This love is what calls me to serve on the Vestry, as well as a desire to engage continually and in Christian friendship this question:  what does it look like in the second decade of the 21st century for St. David’s to live out the Gospel and how does this inform our actions and commitments as a corporate body?
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Alison Riemersma  I have been a member of St. David’s since 1996, and essentially am a lifelong Episcopalian. I regularly attend the 9 a.m. worship service in the Historic Sanctuary, and I serve as an usher. I love this church, its people, its history and its potential. My passion is service, what we call outreach. Service to those in need is a central part of the Christian life, and it takes many forms. I am involved in hands-on projects such as Habitat for Humanity, CROP Walk and Cold Weather Shelter, as well as leadership and administration of programs such as Simple Gifts. For the past year, I have served on a committee of the vestry which has been preparing a new framework for outreach at St. David’s. You will learn more about the Bridge Builders committee’s plan and goals during the congregational meeting on January 22. Professionally, I am the administrative assistant to the Office of the Academic Dean at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary. I have worked at the seminary in this and two other positions for more than 15 years, and I consider this a vocation of service to the larger Church. As a member of the vestry, I would naturally seek and promote opportunities for connection between the Church and theological education. Working at the seminary gives me a unique, realistic perspective on the life of the Church, as well as familiarity with administrative systems and multimillion-dollar budgets. I believe the Lord is calling me to serve on the Vestry of St. David’s because I want to build relationships through service, engaging and energizing everyone involved. 
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Jennifer Scariano  My family and I have been fortunate to be a part of the St. David’s community for the last four years. We attend the 9:10 Bethell service where I serve as a Eucharistic minister, a greeter and, with the help of my sons, set the altar for worship. One of the things I value about the family service is that it gives children an opportunity to participate in worship in concrete, hands-on ways. I am a first-year EFM student, a member of the Outreach Committee and the Amos Guild. I also serve as a host at the Newcomer Welcome dinners. I have participated in St. David’s Journey Groups, Vacation Bible School, and in activities with the Young Families Group. My professional background is in Human Resources for non-profit agencies, and my husband and I are small business owners in downtown Austin. One of the unexpected advantages that has come from our business is gaining a greater understanding of the downtown community in which St. David’s lives and ministers. Growing up as an Episcopal P.K. (priest’s kid), I have seen the Episcopal Church evolve greatly over time and I have a deep love for and commitment to the traditions of our faith. I also know that to keep new members coming into our community we will have to find ways to move forward while remembering who we are as members of the Anglican Communion. I believe that our success as a congregation depends in part on being able to respectfully balance the needs of all members of our community in a way that both brings growth and honors our beliefs. 
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Ed Sharpe  For 40 years I’ve been associated with the University of Texas as a student, administrator, and/or faculty member. More than 30 years ago Molly and I became members of St. David’s. Our sons, Will and Stuart, were baptized and confirmed in the Historic Church. It has been my privilege during these years at St. David’s to serve our congregation in roles including Sunday School teacher, Vestry member (circa 1980s), St. David’s Foundation Chair, and participant in various committees, campaigns, task forces, and groups. As a proud member of Usher Team 5, I am the person designated to ring the bell as the 9:00 a.m. service begins. This is always a significant moment of reflection for me, and is offered each time as an audible tribute to the life of Eddie Cooper. As an Episcopalian, I am drawn to the concepts of the via media and the communion of saints. At worship in the Historic Church, I’m often conscious of the souls—past, present, and yet to come—who collectively comprise our local chapter of the communion of saints. I believe that it is incumbent on all of us who treasure St. David’s to share our love of Christ, and our saints, with others in Austin and beyond.

Elected to the Diocesan Council 
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Laurie Eiserloh  Currently, I am serving as Diocesan Council Representative. Humbly, I ask for your support for another four-year term. When I was first called to this position, I had a strong sense that, with the support of St. David's, I could contribute to Diocesan unity during these difficult times for the church. It took some time for me to meet people and find my way through the thousand-plus delegates, but by 2010, I was one of four people, including the Dean of the Cathedral, to draft a resolution on Diocesan Unity. The pre-council work on this resolution led to a historic meeting at the Cathedral between parties who would have considered themselves on opposing sides, including the rectors of the two largest congregations in the Diocese. I was one of only two lay people at that meeting and the only person from Austin. Although we disagreed on important issues, we agreed on one important thing: We all love the Church. Because of the coalition that formed at that meeting, the Unity Resolution passed Diocesan Council almost unanimously, and became a stepping stone to the future. Since that time, the Bishop has placed me on his Unity in Mission Task Force. Having started this very positive work, I would be honored if you would allow me to finish this process and serve another four-year term. I see a day that is coming soon when, as a Church, we can move forward together.  
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Paul Skeith  I feel called to serve as one of St. David’s delegates to the Diocesan Council because I think that I have a good understanding of the hopes and concerns of the wonderfully diverse groups and ministries that make up our parish. I therefore feel that I can authentically represent St. David’s in the discussion of the critical issues that will be decided by the Diocesan Council in the next few years. I have been involved at St. David’s as the Clerk of the Vestry for the past two years, the convener of the Hispanic Evangelism Committee, the chairperson of Eric Holloway’s discernment to the priesthood committee, a verger for the Bethell Family Service, the convener of the Amos Guild, and a member of the church finance and executive committees. On the diocesan level, I am currently a member of the Dispatch of Business Committee for Diocesan Council. Professionally, I am a business lawyer and the managing partner of my law firm. My wife, Minerva, and our two boys worship at the Bethell Hall Family Service, and I regularly attend the midday Tuesday Education for Ministry class. I hope to be able to draw on all of these experiences and relationships to faithfully represent St. David’s at Diocesan Council.
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